WOODCOTE GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
www.wgra.info

COMMITTEE MEETING
22 November 2022

A meeting of the committee of Woodcote Green Residents’ Association (WGRA) was held at 165 Sandy Lane South, Wallington SM6, starting at 8.00 pm.

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Jim Simms (chair) welcomed those present: Vinita Bhasin, Vythilingam Nagulendran, Sue Doyle, Caroline Clarke, Owen Pengelly and Patrick Radford (secretary).  

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 22 NOVEMBER 2022: agreed and signed

3. MATTERS ARISING: none

4. TRAFFIC/ PARKING ISSUES

Jim Simms reported that he had received a letter from Kevin Williams (London Borough of Sutton, Traffic) stating that engineers were drawing up proposals for consultation in September.

5. BUTTERFLY BANK

Jim Simms reported that he had received a letter from David Warburton (London Borough of Sutton, Biodiversity), stating that removal of the mound would probably be in May as the Green was still too wet for vehicles.  It was reported that Councillors Patrick Magnus and Ed Joyce were actively involved.

The chair also reported that WGRA was now registered with the council as a “Friend” of the Green and that he would try to get the Green recognised properly registered as a public space (action JS).

6. PLANNING

a. 4A Woodmansterne Lane (Wallington Nurseries, proposal for nursing home

It was reported that the Planning Committee of the Council would decide on this application at its meeting on 6 April.

b. 167 Sandy Lane South

Jim Simms and Vinita Bhasin reported that the Council had refused planning permission for a new house to be built between two existing houses.

c. 127 Woodcote Road

Patrick Radford reported that the Council had refused planning permission for this block of flats; he also reported that the planning officer’s report had stated that this address was part of “suburban heartlands” and not in “an area of potential intensification”.

d. 153 Sandy Lane South

Jim Simms reported that no building activity was going on, three years after the granting of planning permission for development.

e. High School, Woodcote Road

It was reported that there had not yet been a decision on whether to grant a change of Conditions relating to hiring out the sports hall.

f. Dobbies car park 

Jim Simms reported that the Council had granted permission for the continued use of a timber cabin but had placed conditions.  He said that the cabin was being used as a barber’s shop and that he would ask the Council to enforce the conditions (action JS).

7. WEBSITE

Owen Pengelly reported that the website was being used.  He said that there was material on, for instance, the butterfly bank, and that the minutes of the committee were available on the site.   It was agreed that draft minutes could go on the site a week or two after being circulated to committee members (action PR, OP).

8. FINANCE

The treasurer, Vinita Bhasin, reported that, the balance was £106.20, following a recent donation.

9. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Caroline Clarke reported that she had found a 3-inch flick-knife and reported this to the police, who had attended and taken the weapon.

10. SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD PANEL

Patrick Radford reported that Caroline Clarke and he represented WGRA at the panel and that he was the chair of it.  He stated that the three current priorities for the ward police team were to take action on (1) violence against women and girls, (2) illegal drug activity and (3) speeding on Foresters Drive.  He also reported that panel members as the recent meeting were concerned about the increasing rate of theft of “prestige” cars.  

11. LOCAL COUNCIL MEETING

Jim Simms and Patrick Radford reported on the recent meeting of the Beddington and Wallington Committee.  They said that there had been controversy over the plan to relocate a school for persons with learning disability to an open space in Beddington North.  Jim Simms reported that there had been a discussion over speeding on Beddington Lane and that there have been presentations on dangerous dogs, Beddington Park and two community groups.  

12. CORONATION WEEKEND PICNIC

The meeting confirmed that the annual Picnic on the Green would take place on Sunday 7 May, starting at 12 noon.  Patrick Radford agreed to send out an email and get flyers printed for delivery.  Owen Pengelly said that he would put the event information on the website (action: PR, OP and volunteers for delivering).

13. AGM

It was agreed that the annual general meeting would be held on Tuesday 29 June 2023, starting at 8.00 pm and that the venue would be 2 Woodmansterne Lane, Wallington SM6 0SU.

The next committee meeting was provisionally set for Tuesday 11 July, starting at 8.00 pm, and that the venue would be 3 Woodmansterne Lane, Wallington SM6 0SU.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. WGRA members from outside delivery area.  It was agreed that the association would be allowed to have members that were resident in the general area but outside the delivery area.  The meeting confirmed the continuing membership of those who had already been recruited under a ruling from the chair.

b. 248 Woodcote Road.  The meeting thanked Jim Simms for taking information leaflets about WGRA to the new flats and noted that one resident had since joined the association.

c. Nextdoor App.  In reply to a query from the chair, Vinita Bhasin and Patrick Radford confirmed that they were members of this locality-specific social media group and that they would bring any relevant material to the committee.
JS PR 26.03.2023

